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From Our Rector  by The Rev. Barbara Williamson 

AS I suspect is true for many of us, I have been wrestling for a long time and 

especially recently with how to stay engaged as a Christian in the life of the 

world given the immense suffering documented day in and day out, whether 

in print, broadcast, or online media. It is such a temptation to simply tune out, 

a temptation to which I have succumbed more than once. In Lent of 2015, I gave up watching 

the news. It is equally a temptation to accept injustice as a fact of life, simply the way things 

are, an evil far beyond my capacity to reverse. Another temptation is to fall back on platitudes 

we have all heard, e.g., “God doesn’t give us more than we can bear,” or “What doesn’t kill you makes you stronger,” or 

“It must part of God’s plan.” None of these options feels either faithful or satisfying. 

In her article in the April 2015 edition of the journal Interpretation, Jacqueline A. Bussie presents among other things a 

compelling argument that the Christian must embrace paradox as fundamental to a life of faith in the face of evil. 

Extrapolating from a discussion of the problem of evil with philosopher Kenneth Surin, Bussie states:  

The person of faith who encounters radical evil experiences a terrible collision of narratives. Those who suffer deeply and 

also love a God who they believe acts in history, experience their faith as deeply rooted in paradoxical and competing truth 

claims.  

One truth is the reality of unspeakable suffering. One truth is the reality of God’s justice, love, presence and promise. We 

deal with these two truths on a daily basis. God came to save us, and my child has just been diagnosed with brain 

cancer. A light shines, a light no darkness can overcome, and 50 million Americans go to bed hungry every night. Every 

person is a beloved child of God, and 60 million people in the world are refugees, displaced from their homes and 

homeland. Both narratives are true and we must hold them, in the same moment together, in tension. God is good and 

for many, if not most, life is at times a horror show.  

Bussie asks the obvious question: òHow can we possibly sustain our belief in both of these truths, when rationally they 

cancel each other out?ó  

This is the crux of a journey of faith. It is a conundrum that surfaces again and again throughout our lives. In a culture 

that demands fact-based, rational thought over any other mode of understanding or perceiving, we struggle to embrace 

the paradox of faith that eludes the language of logic, that thumbs its nose at either/or thinking, that beckons us into the 

mystery of the God in Christ, who, in apparent abject hopelessness himself, cried out from the cross, “My God, my God, 

why have you forsaken me?”  Again, Bussie: 

To believe, even for a second, in a God who was crucified and died is to embrace paradox, for in the same breath that this 

statement acknowledges an astonishing hopelessness, it also asserts that there is no place so hopeless that God does not 

follow us there. 

As Christians we nullify or attempt to reconcile this paradox at our peril. Ignoring or denying the paradox is equally 

crippling to our faith. We would do better to laugh in the face of those who would force us to choose in an either/or 

fashion between contradictory narratives, and instead claim a both/and position. As Bussie says,  

The laughter of the oppressed has taught me that we do not have to choose between pain and redemption, grief and joy, loss 

and hope. We do not have to choose between despair and denial. We can choose to believe both the promises of God and the 

pain of Godõs people, and to respond to both with our whole selves. We can embrace the paradox rather than eschew it, with 

the trust that one day God will redeem both the paradox and us.   

I find Jacqueline Bussie’s work helpful as I strive to be faithful in a world full of contradictory truths. I hope you, too, 

find this brief synopsis of a fraction of her wisdom to be helpful as we embark upon this new year.  

Barbara 
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December Vestry Notes by Sara Kimble 

DURING  the December meeting of the Vestry, Steve Kenney and Cheryl Franke provided updates from the 

Finance Committee, including the following:  

¶ Because we still await ~20 pledges for 2016 and want to consider those before finalizing the 2016 

budget, the budget proposal will occur at the January 2016 Vestry meeting. 

¶ The Finance Committee recommends and will proceed with sending out letters to gently remind folks 

who have not completed their planned 2015 giving according to their pledges.  

¶ While we are running at a deficit overall, we are on track for expenses for 2015 and are not in dire 

straits; we should be in reasonable shape if pledges come in as planned. 

¶ Cheryl provided an update on Together Now Campaign, which provides St. E’s with tracking of 

receipts and expenditures over time.   

¶ The finance committee is considering a possible re-financing strategy for St. E’s outstanding debt owed 

to the diocese by end of 2017; this could stretch the debt repayment for an additional 10-20 years, 

easing our debt burden per year, but requiring us to pay more in total over time.   

¶ The vestry voted on 3 financial items during the meeting:  

1. Vestry voted unanimously to approve the modest 2016 salary increases recommended by the 

Finance Committee for Revs. Barbara and Jack and for Peg and Mary Sue. 

2. Vestry voted unanimously to approve the Finance Committee’s recommended percentage 

allocations of salary to housing allowance for Revs. Barbara and Jack, as has been done in the 

past and is allowed by the IRS for clergy who do not reside in a rectory.  

3. Vestry voted unanimously to approve the allocation of remaining funds in the 2015 Outreach 

budget as recommended by the Outreach Committee and presented at the November Vestry 

meeting. 

The rectors’ reports were accepted with little discussion. The wardens commented that feedback on the 

sanctuary design has been largely positive and provided an update on potential warden and vestry 

positions for the upcoming year.  

Sara 

Save the date!  

Mark your Calendar for  

St. Elizabethôs Annual Meeting, Sunday, February 7  

following the 10 AM Service  

Committee Reports are due on January 8  

Creative Worship Team Meeting  

The Creative Worship Team will meet on Sunday, January 10th at 11:30 AM in the Multi -Purpose Room to 

plan worship for Lent, including Ash Wednesday and Holy Week.  All are welcome!  
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Wardens’ Words by  Michael Comer, Co-Warden 

AS we find ourselves in the midst of another Christmas pageant, I continue to be 

excited about what’s happening here.  Thanks to so many people’s generosity, our 

finances are in sound shape.  As an active congregation, we continue to stretch 

ourselves, so we can’t sit back, but I can’t say enough how awesome our situation is, 

as it’s not always been the case.  We are looking forward to the parish’s feedback on 

the design process for our sanctuary.  The Celtic services and yoga have been 

deeply gratifying for many in our parish, and there are discussions about whether 

we should continue with them.   Stephen’s ministers are working hard.  Outreach is doing incredible things, and I hear 

the Thanksgiving on the Common was an amazing experience.  Thank you to Matt Chafe for organizing!   We’re so 

lucky to have Jack with us to help with Outreach, and she continuously thanks Dave Varner , Carol Davies , and Cheryl 

Franke for their leadership.   Lucie St. George and Kristin Fisher led us again with the giving tree.   Creative Worship is 

prepping for Lent.   Loaf and Ladle will be hosted by Joan Hagger.  There are rumblings about getting another women’s 

group off the ground, where women could support each other in their faith journeys and in their lives .  Jim DeMichele 

has joined Dave Varner in driving the men’s group.  ASP continues to expand!  Our relationship with St. Mary’s 

Dorchester continues to grow, and we have been invited to a Tres Reyes party there on Saturday, January 9.  Let any of 

us know if you’d like to attend.  B-Safe, Blackstone. . . the list goes on and on, and I haven’t even mentioned that 

Christmas is this Friday.   I am so thankful for His presence in our lives and am gearing up to celebrate.  Merry 

Christmas to all!   I look forward to seeing you all soon.  

Michael 

wardens@st-elizabeths.org 

Tres Reyes/3 Kings Party at  St. Mary’s Dorchester  on January 9 

As part of our ongoing relationship with St. Mary’s Episcopal Church in Dorchester, we’ve 

been invited to attend and co-sponsor their annual Tres Reyes celebration on Saturday, 

January 9th at 6:30pm. Tres Reyes is traditionally a gathering in Hispanic communities where 

we celebrate the three magi. In many communities this celebration eclipses even 

Christmas. At St. Mary's, it's a party with food and dancing that conveniently comes after the 

Holiday party rush while also including  aspects of the traditional celebration. Come, eat, chill, and dance! Please email 

Jack at Jack_clark@st-elizabeths.org if you’re interested in attending. We’re also looking for some folks to arrive early to 

help with set -up and to help offset the cost of food.  

 
Looking to share the love to the wider world both near and far?  

If so, the outreach committee is gearing up for an 

exciting and faith filling 2015.  Join us at our next 

meeting on January 24th @ 11:30 am in the 

Multipurpose room.  In the meantime, please reach out 

to Carol Davies (carolhdavies@verizon.net) if you have 

any questions or ideas about outreach. 

mailto:wardens@st-elizabeths.org
mailto:Jack_clark@st-elizabeths.org
file:///C:/Users/user/Desktop/JanuaryMantle2016.pub
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OUR amazing St. E's Choirs came through Advent and Christmas Eve with music to be 

remembered.  The Youth Choir (which has several new members) sang every Sunday through 

Advent and then following the Pageant, ran upstairs to sing their Offertory Anthem, "Ding, 

Dong, Merrily on High", in their costumes.  And, when the ushers had not yet finished, they sang 

their anthem once again with gusto!   

At the late Christmas Eve Carol sing we were privileged to have Thomas Small on Trumpet, Tim 

Howard on Trombone, Adam Howard and Hunter McKay playing saxophone.  They also played 

on many of the  hymns giving us a joyful burst of energy.  Carol Davies also played the Timpani and Chimes adding to 

the happy sound.  We had several 'ringers' to enlarge the Adult Choir, including four of our former section leaders who 

returned to round out the choir.  Carol Davies conducted a new piece called, "in Winter's Night" which was 

accompanied by Clarissa Briasco-Stewart on the 'cello.  It was a stellar night of music to great the Christ Child.  

The Adult Choir sang for the service of Lessons and Carols while the Youth Choir is enjoying a couple of weeks 

off.  When they return, Susanne Gilliam will officially begin her new duties as Youth Choir Convener and 

Assistant.  She will replace our incredibly faithful Youth Choir Mentor, Maggie Watson, who is stepping down after 

more than seven years of filling the binders with music and material from the prayer book for our young singers to find 

easily.  This has been a long labor of love and we appreciate all the hours, days and years that Maggie has devotedly 

provided.  We do need a volunteer or volunteers, to help gather our young singers from the church school in time to 

don vestments and get to the choir loft on time.  Also, during the month of February, Susanne will need someone to take 

over her responsibilities while she prepares for the Bar Exam.  Please let Mary Sue know if you might be able to help 

with any of these duties.  

It is hard to believe that we have only six weeks until Ash Wednesday which, of course is preceded by our Annual 

Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper and Talent Show.  Be thinking about your presentation for that incredible gathering of 

talents. 

We welcome new singers in all parts and invited you to come to our rehearsals which begin again after the New Year.   

Mary Sue 

cvmswillie@comcast,net 

From the Organ Bench by  Mary Sue Willie, Music Director 

M ISSED  THE  LONGEST  N IGHT  SERVICE  ON   DECEMBER  22?   

You can listen to Barbara’s sermon from the service here: http://st -elizabeths.org/audio/Sermon_2015 -12-22

(Longest_Night_with_solo). mp3 (audio plays automatically at the link)  

And listen to  Sunday’s Gospel reading and sermon: http://www.st -elizabeths.org/audio/  

MP3 Prayer at http://www.pray -as-you-go.org/  

St. Elizabeth's Bad Weather Alerts Service  

St. Elizabeth's can notify you in the event that church services, church school or other activities need to be 

cancelled due to bad weather.  You must opt -in to receive St. E's alerts as txt messages sent to your cell 

phone or via email. Subscribe to the St. Elizabeth's Church bad weather alerts service here (http://st -

elizabeths.org/alerts  ) 

If you need help with the alerts service, please contact webmaster@st-elizabeths.org  

mailto:cvmswillie@comcast.net
http://st-elizabeths.org/audio/Sermon_2015-12-22(Longest_Night_with_solo).
http://st-elizabeths.org/audio/Sermon_2015-12-22(Longest_Night_with_solo).
http://www.st-elizabeths.org/audio/
http://www.pray-as-you-go.org/
mailto:http://st-elizabeths.org/alerts
http://st-elizabeths.org/alerts
http://st-elizabeths.org/alerts
mailto:webmaster@st-elizabeths.org
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Jennifer Vesey, Lisa Ventre, Marc Bacon, Grace Comer, Anna Cass, Susan Herel, 

Jake DeMichele, Declan West, Nicola Bacon, Lily Blesso, Roberta Brackett, Alicia 

Wagner, Karl von Goeler, Susan DeMichele, Jill Fishel, Andrew Kenney, Brooke 

Robak, Lisa Jenzeh, Richard Bell, William Torgerson, Joseph Vedora, Ryan Kenney, 

Betsy Wallingford, Barbara Bell, Robert Kornblum, Thomas Small, Kiersten Varner, 

Isabella Varner, Katherine Varner, and Brant Friedholm  

Don Neal, Emily Fisher, Gus Merhige, Meg Striepe, David Pease, Barbara 

Williamson, John Ciccarello, Art Huston, Kristin Kimble, Michael Comer, Caroline 

Tinsley, Madeline Liberman, Cheryl Franke, Carol Phalen, John Merhige, Marcy 

Wilkins, Ernest Acevedo, Julia Minassian, Richard Rourke, Mary -Michael Merhige, 

Emily Chafe, Caleb Mitchell, Josh Mitchell, Ben Lepordo, Susanne Gilliam, John 

Brackett, Stephanie DeJesus-McNeill, John Romain, Nicholas Wilkins, and Norah 

Heier 

ASP 2016: J ULY  23 - JULY  31, 2016  

Planning, preparation and fundraising are well underway for ASP 2016. We will be 

partnering with St. Andrew's Framingham again and taking a total of eight work 

crews (56 people!) to ASP-land. Preparation includes three cultural and sensitivity 

training sessions, several tool training sessions, and an overnight retreat. The 

fundraising committee is planning several fundraisers for the Spring. We need to 

raise an additional $12,000 and would value your assistance when the time comes. 

Keep an eye on the calendar for dates of training sessions and fundraisers. If you 

have any questions, please don't hesitate to reach out to Nancy Kimble, Graham 

Daley, or Jack Clark. 

Are you going through a difficult time? Experiencing grief, health problems, or a major transi-

tion? Are you struggling, or simply feeling down? Consider letting a Stephen Minister help. A 

Stephen Minister is a member of our congregation who is trained to listen, care, encourage, 

pray, and walk alongside you during difficult times. They embody and share Christ’s healing 

love. It’s confidential, free, and very helpful. To learn more, talk with one of our priests or a 

Stephen Minister. 

Happy Birthday to you! 

Safe Church Policy  at St. Elizabethôs Church 

All volunteers working with infants, children, adolescents, young adults  and at risk parishioners are required to 

complete either an online or group Safe Church training certified by the Diocese of Massachusetts. Online training is 

available, at no cost, to all volunteers at St. Elizabeth’s. You must also have had a CORI check done within the past 3 

years. Please contact Peg in the office at office@st-elizabeths.org  to get certified. 
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January 18: Martin Luther King, Jr. Day of Action at the Blackstone School  

Join us for a day of service at the Blackstone School in the South End to commemorate Martin Luther King, Jr. Day. The 

school is located at 380 Shawmut Ave, Boston. ALL ages are welcome! The schedule for the day is included below (the 

afternoon workshop is optional). Please email Jack at jack_clark@st-elizabeths.org if you’d like to participate or if you 

have any questions.  

8:30-9:00– Breakfast and Check In  

9:00-12:00–Projects to Improve Learning Environment  

12:00-12:30– Lunch 

12:30-2:30–Leadership Development Workshop  

Loaf and Ladle, Tuesday, January 5  

All parishioners 55 and up are invited to this bimonthly gathering featuring a movie and a simple 

potluck lunch. In January, Joan Hagger will be hosting, and we’ll be showing “To Kill A 

Mockingbird” in our parish hall “movie theatre." The schedule for the gathering is included below. 

Please RSVP to jack_clark@st-elizabeths.org and let her know if you're able to bring soup, bread, or a 

dessert for our potluck lunch. Hope you can join us!  

 9:45am: Gathering time in Parish Hall 

 10:00am: Film screening of To Kill a Mockingbird begins  

 12:00pm: Lunch and film discussion 

Diocesan Mission Strategy Open Forum: January 12 at St. Paul's, Natick  

At our Diocesan Convention in November, Rev. Libby Berman announced the plan for developing a new mission 

strategy for our diocese. As described on the diocesan web site (diomass.org): 

Itõs time to create a new mission strategy for the Episcopal Diocese of Massachusetts. A mission strategy is a plan for 

our future. It identifies our priorities, so we know how to best use our financial, staff and other resources. Our 

mission strategy is a response to the particular gifts of our diocese and the changing needs of our communities in 

eastern Massachusetts. It identifies the ways that we hope to answer Jesusõ call to be disciples together. 

Our canons require that the mission strategy be revised or renewed at Convention every three years. With Bishop 

Gates having been here a year now, this is an exciting opportunity for a deep, reflective consideration of the 

mission strategy. 

And everyone in our diocese is invited to participate. As part of the process, open forums will be held around our 

diocese, and there will be online surveys and a call-in phone number for recording a message. 

Please consider joining one of the forums or other options to share your thoughts about our diocese and what we 

are being called to do now. 

Forums will be held in Barnstable, Natick, Andover, New Bedford, Taunton, and at our Cathedral Church of St. 

Paul in Boston. The full schedule, and other information about the process is at http://www.diomass.org/creating -

new-mission-strategy-2016 

The closest forum to us will be at St. Paul's in Natick (39 E Central St.), on January 12 from 7 pm to 8:30 pm. If you 

are interested in carpooling, or have other questions about it, please contact Win Treese (508-314-4359 or 

treese@acm.org .) 

mailto:jack_clark@st-elizabeths.org
diomass.org
http://www.diomass.org/creating-new-mission-strategy-2016
http://www.diomass.org/creating-new-mission-strategy-2016
mailto:treese@acm.org
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The S.T.O.P. Program, Students Together Opposing Prejudice, is currently 

enrolling 6th, 7th and 8th graders. The program is a seven-week 

curriculum, targeted to Middle School students and facilitated by high 

school students. Through the use of games, activities and peer discussions 

participants learn how to recognize and respond to stereotypes, prejudice 

and discrimination. Eight religious congregations in the Sudbury/

Wayland area actively participate by hosting learning sessions and 

recruiting new  participants from their congregations. S.T.O.P. also 

welcomes young people who are not religiously affiliated. If you are interested in enrolling your son or daughter send 

an email to STOPSudbury@gmail.com. Enrollment is limited.   To learn more about the program check out the video at 

https://youtu.be/Ug1nEclPLW4 .  

mailto:STOPSudbury@gmail.com
https://youtu.be/Ug1nEclPLW4
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St. Elizabeth's Episcopal Church invites seekers to share the joys and challenges of a journey of faith.  
Following the teachings of Jesus Christ and guided by scripture, tradition, and reason, we proclaim by word 
and action the love of God.  We seek to serve and praise Christ in all people by celebrating the greatness of 
God's creation and all its creatures, helping those in need, and striving for justice and peace in all areas of our 
common life.  

hƴŜ aƻǊǎŜ wŘΦΣ {ǳŘōǳǊȅΣ a! лмттс   фту-ппо-слор 

www.st -elizabeths.org  

The Rev. Barbara S. Williamson, Rector 

barbara_williamson@st-elizabeths.org 
 

The Rev. Jacqueline Clark, Assistant Rector 

jack_clark@st-elizabeths.org 
 

Mary Sue Willie,  Director of Music  

cvmswillie@comcast.net   
 

Peg Scarlata, Parish Administrator 

office@st-elizabeths.org 
 

Walter Morgan and Michael Comer, Co -Wardens 

wardens@st-elizabeths.org 

January 5:  Loaf and Ladle at 10am  

January 6 (Wednesday): St. Eôs Menôs Group, 8:00 pm 

January 8 (Friday): Annual Reports are due in the office!  

January 9: Tres Reyes/3 Kings Party at St. Maryôs Dorchester 

January 10 (Sunday): Creative Worship Team Meeting  

January 10 (Sunday): St. Eôs Book Club 

January 12 (Tuesday): Diocesan Mission Strategy Open Forum, 7 ð8:30 pm,  

 St. Paul's, Natick  

January 20 (Wednesday) Design Team Open House, 6:30 pm  -  8:30 pm, Parish Hall  

January 24 (Sunday): Outreach Committee meeting at 11:30 am  

January 24 (Sunday) Design Team Open House, 11:15 am  -  1:00 pm, Parish Hall  

January 24 (Sunday): Lenten Reflections are due  

January 29 ð31: St. Eôs Winter Weekend 

February 3 (Wednesday): St. Eôs Menôs Group, 8:00 pm 

February 7 (Sunday): St. Eôs Annual Meeting after the 10 am service 

February 9 (Tuesday): Shrove Tuesday Pancake supper (5:30 pm) and Talent Show (7 pm)  

February 10 (Wednesday): Ash Wednesday services, 4 pm (Childrenôs Liturgy), 7:30 pm 

February 27 (Saturday): Lenten Quiet Day  

       

 

http://www.st-elizabeths.org/index.shtml
mailto:barbara_williamson@st-elizabeths.org
mailto:jack_clark@st-elizabeths.org
mailto:musicdirector@st-elizabeths.org
mailto:office@st-elizabeths.org
mailto:barbara_williamson@st-elizabeths.org

